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HIGHWAY SAFETY EVENT AT AMERICA ON WHEELS

On July 1, members of the Lehigh Valley DUI/Highway Safety Task Force
held a press conference at the America on Wheels Museum in downtown
Allentown. The event entitled “Booze, Belts, and Burns, Let’s Play it Safe
This July 4th” focused on several areas of safety for the July 4th holiday.

In attendance were representatives from the City of Allentown Police and
Fire departments, City of Bethlehem Police Department, Lower Saucon
Township Police Department, PA DUI Association, Lehigh Valley Health
Network, PennDOT, and Lehigh/Carbon and Northampton County highway
safety programs.

Steven McDonald, 47, of Tamaqua, spoke about surviving a fireworks ex-
plosion last June in which he sustained injuries to his left arm and hand.

The event also featured the DUI Association’s Safety Bug, a Volkswagen
Beetle that is custom engineered to demonstrate the loss of control one
would experience if operating a motor vehicle while impaired. The key dif-
ference is that it’s the car — not the driver — who is “drunk.” The driver
gains a firsthand glimpse of what it feels like to drive under the influence.
For more information on the Safety Bug visit www.padui.org/bug.htm.

Police officers and emergency personnel line up in
front of the America on Wheels Museum.
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From a July 1, 2009 letter from Berks County Commissioner Christian Y.
Leinbach to Acting District Traffic Engineer Joe Rauscher regarding actions
taken at the US 422 interchange with Penn Street/Penn Avenue:

“Thank you for your assistance in securing special permission from Penn-
DOT to close the ramps for the Armed Forces Day parade and for your fol-
low-up on making sure the grass was cut for the parade. It was our pleasure
to work with you and we appreciate your timely and thorough follow
through.”

On July 25, 2009 Mikki Weiss sent the following in an email to CRC Ron
Young:

“Just want to say how much I appreciated the info for the [Route] 209 de-
tour.”

(CRC Young provided Weiss with details on the National Park Service clo-
sure of U.S. 209 in the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area.)

Hang Out in the

If you can't see the truck driver or the truck’s mirrors,
then the driver can’t see you. When you re following
a truck, even in slow-moving traffic, be sure to stay
far enough back, and even out a bit to the left, so that
the driver can see you in the rearview mirror.

When passing a truck, don't linger, since riding
alongside the truck can put you in the driver’s blind
spot. Avoid passing on a crest of a hill or on a down-
grade where a truck’s momentum can cause it to go
faster.

When you are far enough ahead of the truck that you
can see the front tires in your rearview mirror, it is
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safe to pull in front of the truck. Remember, never
pull in front of a truck and slow down since this

First Monday:

August 3—Geo’s in the Holiday Inn Downtown, 4:30 p.m.—?

Summer in the City Concert Series:

Tuesdays from 11:45 a.m.—1:15 p.m., May 19 through September 29 at PPL Plaza
(9th & Hamilton streets).

Aug. 4—Sarah Ayers Band; Aug. 11—Todd Wolfe; Aug. 18—Steve Brosky &
Jimmy Meyer; Aug. 25—Christy Jefferson & Vogon Poetry.

Plaza Growers Market:

Wednesdays at lunchtime June through October at PPL Plaza.
Jammi nd6 on the Plaza Concert
Thursdays after work (4:30 p.m.—6:30 p.m.) at PPL Plaza

Seri es

eliminates the truck driver’s cushion of safety.

Trucks Coming From a Distance May Be Moving
Faster Than You Think

Because of its large size, a truck driving toward you
from a distance can appear to be moving a lot slower
than it really is. Make sure to allow plenty of extra
room if you pull out of an intersection or onto a high-
way in front of a truck.




CONSTRUCTION CORNER

ELEVEN ADDITIONAL RECOVERY TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS FUNDED IN DISTRICT 5 WITH
LOW BID SAVINGS
On July 28, Governor Rendell announced the addition of 11 projects to District 5’s list of highway and bridge improvements that are
being funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

The new District 5 ARRA projects are:

Berks County

-Lancaster Avenue, State Route 3222, restoration, from Route 724, Philadelphia Avenue, in Cumru Township, to Bingaman Street,
Reading, $2.5 million

Lehigh County

-Bethlehem street resurfacing and curb ramps on Broad Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, $1.5 million

-Fairmount Avenue resurfacing and curb ramps, from MacArthur Road to Fullerton Avenue in Whitehall Township, $900,000
-Hanover Avenue resurfacing and curb ramps, from the Lehigh River Bridge to Irving Street in Allentown, $2.5 million

Monroe County

-Interstate 80 Westbound improvements, from State Route 115 to Interstate 380, $11.7 million

-ADA curb ramps in Coolbaugh, Middle Smithfield, Pocono, Smithfield and Stroud townships and East Stroudsburg and
Stroudsburg, $450,000

Northampton County

-Eighth Street Bridge over State Route 33, preservation, Plainfield Township, $200,000

-ADA curb ramps in Bethlehem, Palmer, Lower Saucon, Upper Nazareth and Washington townships, Bath, Bangor, Freemansburg,
Hellertown, Roseto, West Easton, Wilson, Wind Gap, Bethlehem and Easton, $1.6 million

Schuylkill County

-Interstate 81 restoration, between the Luzerne County line and the State Route 54 interchange in Mahanoy Township, $18.5 million
-State Route 54 resurfacing, from near Coles Street in Mahanoy Township to the Ryan Township line, $2.8 million

-ADA ramps, in Blythe, Branch, North Manheim, Reilly and Wayne townships, Cressona, Frackville, Gilbertown, Girardville, New
Philadelphia, Orwigsburg, Port Carbon, Schuylkill Haven, Shenandoah and Tamaqua boroughs, and the City of Pottsville, $136,417

PENNDOT PROFILE: DEBRA JASKOT |DID YOU KNOW?

Debra “Debbie” Jaskot’s PennDOT Time- 7 o — || The oldest stone railroad bridge in use
line: : 74 | in Pennsylvania is the Starrucca Via-
-Joined PennDOT in 1979 as a Highway duct which crosses PA Route 171
Maintenance Worker in Northampton north of Lanesboro, Susquehanna
County; County? Department records show it

- She spent three years serving on a sign was built by the Erie Railroad in 1848.

crew, ditch and drain cleaning crew, and as |
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an equipment operator;
-In 1982, she moved to the District Office
as the receptionist, then shortly after
A publication for the
employees of PennDOT
Engineering District 5

moved into the Human Resources (HR)
Unit;

-In 1985, she moved to the Design Unit,
starting in Right of Way and eventually
serving as Secretary to the Assistant Dis- ’

trict Executive for Design until becoming | Left-to-right: Debbie, former co-worker Michael W. Rebert, P.E.

the Secretary to the District Executive Pam Williams, co-worker Rose District Executive
(DE) in 2006. Brantley, and co-worker Linda Salinas
. . on a recent cruise to the Caribbean. Ronald J. Young, Jr., M.P.A.

Debbie loves her position as Secretary to District Press Officer

the DE the most, and believes it has helped her strengthen the bond she has with her co- : ]
Editor/Contributor

workers.

She also works part-time in the produce section of the Wegmans grocery store in Allen- Sean A. Brown

town. She has worked there for 11 years. Safety Press Officer

Contributor

Debbie enjoys gardening in her “spare time.” She has two children, daughter Jessica
and son Jarrett, and four grandchildren.




